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A BISHOP, AN RV AND A SECOND CAREER 
The Story of Bishop Francis A Quinn 

 

By Catherine Walsh, printed in the November 1995 Issue of St. Anthony Messenger 
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Bishop Quinn reaches into his pocket for a dog bƛǎŎǳƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻƘƻƴƻ hΩƻŘƘŀƳ wŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ  
 
Ever since he was a young boy, Bishop Francis A Quinn has been fascinated by Native American 
cultures. He once contemplated becoming a missionary and admires those who minister among 
the first Americans. So when he began thinking about stepping down as leader of the 
Sacramento Diocese in California, Bishop Quinn had a clear vision for his retirement. 
 
άL ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ōŜŎŀuse I never had the occasion to work 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ άLǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ 
ŘŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘƛŜǊ ōŜƎŀƴΦέ 
 
Bishop Quinn shared his retirement gƻŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ .ƛǎƘƻǇ aŀƴǳŜƭ 5Φ aƻǊŜƴƻ ƻŦ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΩǎ ¢ǳŎǎƻƴ 
Diocese several years ago. Shortly before his retirement became official in February 1994, the 
Sacramento bishop received a long-ŀǿŀƛǘŜŘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ .ƛǎƘƻǇ aƻǊŜƴƻΦ άIŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ 



position he would like me to take if I was still thinking of working with Native Americans when I 
ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘέ .ƛǎƘƻǇ vǳƛƴƴ ǎŀȅǎΦ 
 
²ƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ ά.ȅ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ у ƻǊ млΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Sacramento Diocese had given me a camper ς ŀ ΨŎƭŀǎǎ /Ω w± ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ς as a 
ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƎƛŦǘΣέ .ƛǎƘƻǇ vǳƛƴƴ ǎŀȅǎΦ ¢ƘŜ тн-year-old prelate hitched his Ford Escort to the RV 
and, accompanied by his brother for the road trip, drove to Tucson to begin a new life as a 
nontraditional retiree. 
 
On the Road 

Photo by Randy Pench 

.ƛǎƘƻǇ vǳƛƴƴΩǎ w± ǿŀǎ ŀ Retirement gift from the Priests of Sacramento 
 

I interviewed Bishop Quinn in his RV earlier this year and accompanied him to Masses at two 
Native American mission parishes in Tucson. A slight man with thinning white hair and kind blue 
eyes, the bishop speaks enthusiastically about his first year of working among several Arizona 
tribes. 
 
άLΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ мл ǘƻ мн ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ άL ǿŀǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ /ŀǊƭƻǎ 
Apache Reservation, near Globe, Arizona, when I first arrived. Then there was need to replace a 
ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ŘƛŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻƘƻƴƻ hΩƻŘƘŀƳ wŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǘǿƻ-hour drive 
ŘǳŜ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ ¢ǳŎǎƻƴΣ ǎƻ L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ 
 



Bishop Quinn usually commuted out to the reservations on weekends during his first year in 
¢ǳŎǎƻƴΦ ά{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ LΩŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ w± ŀƴŘ ŎŀƳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŀȅǎΣ ōǳǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ 
CƻǊŘΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΣ ǘƘŜ w± ƛǎ ǇŀǊƪŜŘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ .ƛǎƘƻǇ aƻǊŜƴƻΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ 
near a cluster of cacti and grapefruit trees. 
The bishop admits that he knew little about Native Americans before coming to Tucson. He 
once read a Tony Hillerman mystery novel in which the protagonists are Navajo Indian cops, but 
vǳƛƴƴ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ŦƛǊǎǘƘŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŜǿ Native Americans in the Sacramento 
5ƛƻŎŜǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ LΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά²ƘŜƴ L ƪƴŜǿ L ǿŀǎ 
coming here, I began to read some background material. Other than that it was a new 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ 
 

Upon visiting various reservations in the Arizona 
desert for the first time, Bishop Quinn realized 
that the Hollywood depiction of Native Americans 
ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳȅǘƘΦ ά{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǿƛƎǿŀƳǎ 
portrayed in old Western movies, as well as 
ǘŜǇŜŜǎΣ ŎǳǊƭƛƴƎ ǎƳƻƪŜ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛŀƴ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘǎΣέ ƘŜ 
says. ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǇƻƻǊΣ ǇƻƻǊ 
housing on the reservations. You could be in a 
ƎƘŜǘǘƻ ƻǊ ŀ ōŀǊǊƛƻ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŎƛǘȅΦέ 
 
Bishop Quinn says he was immediately struck not 
only by the poverty on the reservations but also by 
ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ perseverance and close family 
ǘƛŜǎΦ ά¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ 
ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩƭƭ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ¢ǳŎǎƻƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
Ƨƻōǎ ƻǊ ǘƻ tƘƻŜƴƛȄ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƻ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎΣέ ƘŜ 
ǎŀȅǎΦ ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳt the desert, 
the family, the tribal nation that calls them back. 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƳƻƴƎ bŀǘƛǾŜ 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΦέ 
 
Celebrating Mass and other sacraments, 
particularly Confirmation, Baptism and first 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊy 
ŀƳƻƴƎ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΩǎ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΦ άL ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻƘƻƴƻ hΩƻŘƘŀƳ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΦ .ǳǘ 
ƴƻǿ LΩƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tŀǎŎǳŀ ¸ŀǉǳƛ LƴŘƛŀƴǎΣ ǎƻ LΩƳ 
getting to know them as well, particularly the 
lectors, Eucharistic ministers and the leaders of 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣέ ǎŀȅǎ Bishop Quinn. 

                 Photo by Randy Pench  

Celebrating Eucharist at Santa Cruz Church 
He has been struck by the sense of equality among Native Americans he has come to know. 
άTƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ. ά9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ consultation. You learn 
ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 



how they have been accustomed to function. They have a democratic spirit that was here long 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ мттсΦέ 
 
Inspired by Father Eusebio Kino, SJ 

 
Photo from the Internet 

aƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ŀƴ ·ŀǾƛŜǊ ŘŜƭ .ŀŎΣ ά²ƘƛǘŜ 5ƻǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǎǎŜǊǘΣέ ¢ǳŎǎƻƴΣ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ 
 
²ƘƛƭŜ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΩǎ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΣ .ƛǎƘƻǇ 
Quinn drives this interviewer to a famous mission church outside of Tucson. Known as St 
CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ·ŀǾƛŜǊ ƻǊ ά²ƘƛǘŜ 5ƻǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǎŜǊǘΣέ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜŦǳƭΣ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ-style church has been a 
center of Church missionary activity for 300 years. The church was built by Jesuit Father Eusebio 
Kino in 1680. It currently serves tƘŜ ¢ƻƘƻƴƻ hΩƻŘƘŀƳ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 
formerly known as Papago Indians, who live in some 40 villages 
scattered in the Arizona desert. 
 

Statue of Father Eusebio Francisco Kino, SJ 
              Photo from the internet 

 

άCŀǘƘŜǊ Yƛƴƻ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŘǊŜ ƻƴ ƘƻǊǎŜōŀŎƪΣέ ǘƘŜ ōƛǎƘƻǇ 
ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΦ άIŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ǊŜǾŜǊŜƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ǳŎǎƻƴΦ ! ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘŦŀǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘƛƳΦέ CŀǘƘŜǊ YƛƴƻΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ 
work also took him into Sonora, Mexico, where he ministered to 
Yaqui IƴŘƛŀƴǎΦ ά{ƻƳŜ ¸ŀǉǳƛǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ {ƻƴƻǊŀ ǘƻ ¢ǳŎǎƻƴ ŀǎ 
refugees around 1920. They had been driven out of Mexico 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǘŀȄŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŜȄƛŎŀƴ 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣέ ǎŀȅǎ .ƛǎƘƻǇ vǳƛƴƴΦ άhƴ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƛƴ мфнмΣ 



they received a charter from the U.S. government in which some property was deeded to them. 
¢Ƙǳǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ tŀǎŎǳŀ ƻǊ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ¸ŀǉǳƛΦέ 
 

The Pascua Yaqui belong to six missions in the Tucson area that 
recently came together to form blessed Kateri Tekakwitha 
Parish. On a sunny Sunday in mid-February, Bishop Quinn 
celebrates the 9 am Mass for the parish at Saint Nicholas Indian 
Center in South Tucson. More than 70 people, including a 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ŘƻȊŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŎǊƻǿŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ Ƙŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ 
serves as a chapel. They had heard tƘŜ ōƛǎƘƻǇ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΦ άIŜ 
ƎƛǾŜǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎΣέ ǎŀȅǎ wŜȄ wŜŘƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŀ bŀǾŀƧƻ LƴŘƛŀƴΦ 
Iƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ aŀǊƛŀΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻΣ ƴƻŘǎ ƛƴ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΦ άtŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ 
ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ aŀǎǎŜǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ 
 
Preaching on Family 
This particular Sunday happens to be World Marriage Day. In 
his homily, Bishop Quinn talks about his own experience of 

family life, and about the rewards and struggles found in marriages and families of all cultures. 
 
άL ǘƘƛƴƪ L ǿŀǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎƭƻǊƛŦƛŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀys to the 
ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΦ άL Ŏŀƴ ŘƛƳƭȅ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊ ƻǊ ŦƛǾŜ ŎƭƛƳōƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ōŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƳŜǎǘΣ ǎŀŦŜǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ 
 
When Bishop Quinn was only six years old, however, his father died suddenly of appendicitis. 
He tells the congregation that while most professionals admit that two parents are usually 
better than one in achieving a healthy and strong family, it can be a terrible disservice to single-
parent families to believe that they will automatically be dysfunctional. 
 
ά{ƛƴŎŜ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ǎƛȄΣ L ǿŀǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ-ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣέ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎΦ bƻǿ 
that may speak to the fact that you can get along all right in a single-parent family, or you may 
look at me and say, see what happenǎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ-ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΗέ ¢ƘŜ 
congregation chuckles. 
 
Becoming serious again, the bishop acknowledges that the family tradition is very important 
among the Native American communities, but that, for some, family has not been a happy 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƴƎΣ .ƛǎƘƻǇ 
vǳƛƴƴ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊǎΥ ά!ǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƎǊƻǿǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 
ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ōǊƻƪŜƴƴŜǎǎΦέ Iƛǎ ƘƻƳƛƭȅ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ άōŜŀǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƻƳŜΣέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ: ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƻǳǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦέ 
 
After the liturgy concludes, Rex Redhouse and several other Native Americans beat a small 
ŘǊǳƳ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎ ŀ aƻǘƘŜǊ 9ŀǊǘƘ ǎƻƴƎ άƛƴ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦέ .ƛǎƘƻǇ vǳƛƴƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ 
asked to bless a tombstone brought by a family, in the back of their pickup truck, to the parish 
hall. There is time for some socializing before the bishop heads for another mission to celebrate 
Mass. 
 



Bishop Quinn chats with the adult parishioners, jokes with kids and poses for pictures. Shedding 
Ƙƛǎ ōƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ƳƛǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƻŦŦ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ¢-shirt emblazoned with a figure of a 
Native American on horseback. His popularity is evident with adults and youth alike who cluster 
around to talk with him. 

Photo by Randy Pench 

Bishop Quinn converses with Clara Valisto and Agnes Segundo at Pisinemo 
 

άLΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƛǎƘƻǇΣέ ǎŀȅǎ wŀƳƻŜ ±ŀƭŜƴǘŀΣ ŀ ¢ƻƘƻƴƻ hΩƻŘƘŀƳ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ŘǊǳƳ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ άIŜΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ ǾŜǊȅ ƘǳƳōƭŜΦ IŜΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ wƻǎŀǊƛƻ hǘŜǊƻΣ ŀ ¸ŀǉǳƛ LƴŘƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘΣ ǎŀȅǎ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ 
.ƛǎƘƻǇ vǳƛƴƴΩǎ aŀǎǎŜǎ άǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǊ ŦƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭŜŦǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘΦ άLƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 
ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎΣ ƘŜ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƭŘΦ !ǎ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΣ L ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ƻƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭƛŦŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ άI like his 
ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭΦέ 
 
Upon arriving at San Martin Parish, one of the Pascua Yaqui missions in Tucson, Bishop Quinn 
pulls on a rope to ring the large church bell. It is time for noon Mass. About two dozen people 
walk over from their homes to a small white open-air chapel that has no back wall or doors 
because of the desert heat. 
 
As birds sing and twitter just outside the chapel, Bishop Quinn gives a homily about the 
meaning of genuine love in marriage and family relationshipsτŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭƻƴŜƭƛƴŜǎǎΦ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ 
loneliness in life, not just in the single life or the celibate life but even in the most happily 
ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά.ǳǘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ 
satisfaction exclusively in a human relationshipτwhich is always a frantic and futile endeavorτ


