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A BISHOP, AN FAND ASECOND CAREER
The Story of Bishop Francis A Quinn

By Catherine Walskprinted in the November 1995 Issue @&t. Anthony Messenger
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Ever since he was a young boy, Bishop Francis A Quinn has been fascinated by Native Americ:
cultures. He once contemplated becoming a missionary andragrthose who minister among

the first Americans. So when he began thinking about stepping down as leader of the
Sacramento Diocese in California, Bishop Quinn had a clear vision for his retirement.
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and, accompanied by his brother for the road trip, drove to Tucson to begin a new life as a
nontraditional retiree.
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| interviewed Bishop Quinn in his RV earlier this year and accompanied him to Masses at two
Native American mission parishes in Tucson. A slight marthwithing white hair and kind blue
eyes, the bishop speaks enthusiastically about his first year of working among several Arizona
tribes.
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Bishop Quinn usually commuted out to the reservaticon weekends during his first year in
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near a cluster of cacti andapefruit trees.

The bishop admits that he knew little about Native Americans before coming to Tucson. He

once read a Tony Hillerman mystery novel in which the protagonists are Navajo Indian cops, but
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= Upon visiting variousesewations in the Arizona
desert for the first time, Bishop Quinn realized
that the Hollywood depiction of Native Americans
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- portrayed in old Western movies, as well as
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Bishop Quinn says he was immediately struck not
only by the poverty on the reservations but also by
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the family, the tribal nation that calls them back.
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Celebrating Mass and other sacraments,
. particularly Confirmation, Baptism and first
~ / 2YYdzyA2yS>S Kl A 06SSy uwKS A
L Y2y3 I NRT2yFQa bldAa@dsS 1S
G2NlAy3 SsAGK (KS h
"y28 LQY 6AGK GKS
- getting to know them as well, particularly the
" lectors, Eucharistic ministers and the leaders of
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Celebrating Eucharist at Santa Cruz Church
He has been struck by the sense of equality among Native Americans he has come to know
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how they have been accustomed to function. They have a democratic spirit that was here long
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formerly known as Papago Indians, who live in some 40 villages &)
scattered in the Arizona desert.
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work also took him into Sonora, Mexico, where he ministered te
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they received a charter from thg.S. government in which some property was deeded to them.
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| The Pascua Yaqui belong to six missions in the Tucson area that
» recently came together to form blesseateri Tek&witha
% Parish. On a sunny Simy in midFebruary, Bishop Quinn
“ | celebrates the 9 am Mass for the parish at Saint Nicholas Indian
 Center in South Tucson. More than 70 people, including a
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88 Preaching on Family
This particular Sunday happens to be Wavldrriage Day. In
—— ' his homily, Bishop Quinn talks about his own experience of
famlly life, and about the rewards and struggles found in marriages and families of all cultures.
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When Bishop Quinn was only six years old, however, his father died suddemypendicitis.

He tells the congregation that while most professionals admit that two parents are usually
better than one in achieving a healthy and strong family, it can be a terrible disservice te single
parent families to believe that they will automeally be dysfurtgonal.

G{AyO0S Y& TIUKSNI RASR ¢6KSWMI NByil aflaxkete1é shg o
that may speak to the fact that you can get along all right in a sipgient family, or you may
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congregation chuckles.

Becoming serious again, the bishop acknowledges that the family tradition is very important
among the Native American communities, but that, for some, family has not been a happy
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After the liturgy concludes, Rex Redhouse and several othewéN&imericans beat a small
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asked to bless a tombstone brought by a family, in the back of their pickup truck, to the parish

hall. There is time for some socialigibefore the bishop heads for another mission to celebrate

Mass.



Bishop Quinn chats with the adult parishioners, jokes with kids and poses for pictures. Shedding
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Native American on horseback. His popularity is evident with adults and youth alike who cluster
around to talk with him.
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Bishop Quinn converses with Clara Valisto and Agnes Segundo at Pisinemo
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Upon arriving at San Martin Parish, one of the Pascua Yaqui missions in TRissop,Quinn
pulls on a rope to ring the large church bell. It is time for noon Mass. Aboutiozen people
walk over from their homes to a small white opair chapel that has no back wall or doors
because of the desert heat.

As birdssing and twitter just outside the chapel, Bishop Quinn gives a homily about the

meaning of genuine love in marriagnd family relationshipsk Y R I 0 2 dzii

loneliness in life, not just in the single life or the celibate life but even in the most happily
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saisfaction exclusively in a human relationshiprhich is always a frantic and futile endeawvor




