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THE DIOCE&HE SACRAMENTO
BUILDS A RETIREMENT CENODERTS PRIESTS

By Father John E Boll
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How theldea Began

The idea of a priest@¥etirement facility began in this way. In the late 1980s, the Passionist
communityat Christ the King Retreat Center in Citrus Height$ with Bishop Francis Quinn to
discuss the& hope of expanding the facilities othe retreat center. They were seeking
permissionfrom the bishopto begin a campaign to raise the funds. At the same time, the
Passionistsvere hoping for a large donatiofrom the diocese obne milliondollars. The plan
includedthe buildingof a housingfacility that would contain 40 rooms plus a large conference
room and somesmalkr meeting rooms.

It so happened that diocesan officials had been discussing the neeadsiretl priests andhe
possiblity of building a retiremenfacility for them.Withi KS t I & & A 2 tf hédibdeSe NB
for financial helpBishop Quinrand his advisors wondered if some of the land owned by the




Passionistsn Citrus Height©2 dzft R 06S dzaSR (2 0 dzA f RThe diode®en S alf)

decided to contribu¢ one nillion dollarsto Christ the King Retreat Center exchange fod 2
acres of landdeeded over to the dioces& he Passionistagreed withone condition, that the
diocese build aseparate entryto its property because they thougt@ common entrywould
causeconfusion After the transfer of the property, Bishop Quirand his advisorsook no
immediate action but begato considethow best to use the recently acquired land.

Bishop Weigand Takes up the Cause

Bishop Quinn retired as bishop of Sacramentd®93F YR (G KS A&dadzsS 27F |
facility became the responsibility of the new bishop of SacrameBitshop William Weigand
Bishop Weigand made the decisitmdo a feasibility study of the langicquired from Christo
aSS AT | LINEeStér donl@be BiBitithesIBnYPHiyih) Sacramentarchitect, was
hired todo the feasibility study.

Plans Take Shape for a Major Diocesan Fund Drive

¥ In the fall 0f200Q Bishop Weigandhired a company to
test the fundraising capacity if the dioceseeve to
pursue a diocesawide capital campaign to meet
certain identified needs, includinghe retirement
village. The study concluded that there was support
among the clergy and enough financial resources in the
diocese of Sacramento to do a successfuhgaign.

In addition to the renovation of the Cathedral of the
Blessed Sacrament, the building of a retirement center
for priests was an important part of the case statement.
The diocese moved forward with the campaign. The
amount raised during the cammgm approximated the
$50 million dollar goal for the campaign. Now it was
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would happen. Construction would take place in phases.
Bishop William Weigand

Further Negotiation for Additional &nd

In preparation for the priest retirement center, the diocese purchased an additional 2.5 acres of
land from the Passionisten June 25, 2002or $250,000.This brought the size of thearcel
owned by the diocest 14.5 acres

In November 2002, thésacramento Regional County Sanitation Distrigsingits right of
eminent domain, attempted to purchafeom the diocesel.33 acres of land along Van Maren
Lane forthe construction ofa much neededsewer pumping station. Théistrict offered
$175,000 forthe land Thediocesedid not accept this low offer andient to court to contest
the RA & G biferOTh@diocese won the case. In February 2005, tBenitation District
purchased thel.33 acresor $460,000.
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Phase IDesigning the Retirement Center dri-ormation of a Panel to Interview Contractors
Jim Plumbwas hired todesign all the facilities of the retirement center, both commercial
buildings andesidencesMonsignor Robert WaltgrModerator of the Curia and Vicar General
of the diocesewas partof the team that worked withthe architect It wasMr. Plumb who
decided the floor plan of the apartmengnd his wife Nancy Pape did the interior design

On June 8, 2001, a panel was formed to interview a select group of contractors who were
bidding forthe contract to build phase one of the retirement facility. The panel members were
Tom McNamara, Father Niclas Duggan, dmesPlumb, Tim Lein, Monsignor Robert Walton
and Robert Massa. The contractors selected for interviews were Rod Read & Sons, Unge
Gonstruction, Sunseri Construction and Otto Construction.
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RETIREMENT VILLAGE
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The Master Plan of the Priests Village

Contractors Selected for the Project

Construction was dividedetweentwo companies. Unger Construction Compavgs selected
to do the site work, bridge work and construction thle community buildingncludingthe

chapel, kitchen, dining roongommunity room, library bathroomand two guest roomsThe
cost d the site work was $1,006,279; the community building $515,720; the &rigRB,294
totaling $1,605,293.

The second contract waawarded to Rod Read & Son® build the first five residential
duplexes In2003duplexes2, 3, 4, 5 and 1®ere builtfor a total cost of $1,050,035.
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Constructionof Duplexes Begins at the Village
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TheFootings ofUnit 8




The Oak Trees and the City of Citrus Heights

Dealing with theCity of Citrus Heightsverthe oak trees was a major issue. To removeoak

tree, the dioceseeither had to pay the City of Citrus Heightn expensive feer planta new

oak tree on the propertyThefee for removing an oak tree was determinbygthe diameterof

the tree at its base. The Crosswood$iomeowners Associatiowanted the trees on the
diocesan property léfas they were because the residents liked the ambiance of @meesopen

fields. Of the 14.5 acres of land, only 4.5 acres could be used for building because of the oak
trees.Janet Ruggier@ parishionerof Holy Rosary Pariswwoodland was theCity Deveopment
Directorfor the City of Citrus HeightsShehelped the dioceseobtain the necessary permits so
constructionof the retirement villagecould begin.
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The Old Oak Grove on the Village Property

Another Snag to Deal With, #anBridge

AsPhase began the diocese was informed that contractors could not crossetkistingbridge
onto the property with heavy equipment until the bridge wasinforced and widenedThis
called¥ 2 NJ I & (G NHzO (i edsigriwhich ywasHof& Gitkip &t amNZ&ddition cost of
$13,800.

Gates wereinstalled atthe bridgeso the village could ba gated community if the priest
residents chose to make it so. Feight yearsthe gate vas left open but as more strangers
began towalk or dive into the \llage to look around andfter two robberiesoccurredat the
village, the priests decided it would be safer if the gates were closed. There is a call box at the|
entry gate so visitorscan contact thepriestthey want to visit. The priestanopen the gateby
remote control fromhishometelephoneso guests can drive into the village.




