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Charles Brady wstborn on July 12, 1930 in Arva, County Cawaethird of eleven
children born to Thomas Brady and Kate Leddy. Of the eleven children, two are priests, two,
farmers, two veterinarians, two nurses and three auto agents for Mercedesvatidswagen

The ninesiblings who married provided Fathers Charles and Vincent 54 nieces and nephews 0]
whom they are very proud.

Charles Begins his Education

Charlieattended schoolat Killygarry, County Cavan. When he was 10 years of age, he went to
live with his Aunt Maryand UnclePeter who had no children. He stayed with them for 9 years
while he attended St Patrick Collepeafh schoolntil he entered the seminary in 194€harlie

rode his bicycle to high schoBINR ¥ KA & I dzy i Qa KDNikromdtdhS RI & a

After high school, Charlithought about entering to the seminary so he&onsultedhis local
parish priest. Father Smith told Charieat he should give itatry andfi KS& R2y Qi 1
KS ayoudarEbeadme a priest.

Seminary Years

In 1949 Charks Brady entered Sint
KierarQ &eminary, County Kilkennyhere
! he began his college studies and
completedhiscourse work irtheology.

The brother of/ K I NIndtherQmather
PatrickLeddy was a priest of the diocese
of Monterey-Fresno formany years. He
visited hisfamily in Irelandevery year and
was highly respectedby them Father
Leddy toldCharlie that if he wanted to be
a priest, he should consider coming to
California since there was a neefr
priests there and the people were very
good

Charles Offers to Serve ithhe Diocese of

Monterey-Fresno

Charliewrote to BishopAloysiuswillinger

in MontereyFresno offering to serve that

diocese. The bishoprote back to Charlie

thanking himfor his offerbut told Charliethat because Fresno dats own seminaryhe hadan

adequate number of priests for his diocedde suggestedhat Charlie try Sacramento or

Spokane. The president of the seminary told Charlie he could go to Sacramento if he wanted to|
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Charles Accepted by the Diocese of Sacramoe

Charlie met Tom Dathunty at Saint Kiera@ §eminaryand the two of them decided they would
apply to Sacramento. Charligscoveredhat Sacramento would takenly two seminarians and
those openings were already filledewas advised t@hoose anothediocese. However, one of
the two seminarians studying for Sacramerdecided to leaveahe seminary and Charlieras
accepted for Sacramento.
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Mary Cathedral on June 5, 1955. Father Chdlles prepared for his journey to Sacramento.

The Journey Westward to California

Father Bradyeft for Sacramento 8 Y (G KS L2 NI 2F [/ 2 0 Kdyageatid®s I y |
the Atlantic. He arrived in New YoHarboron Labor Day weekend iearly Septembed 955.

New York was hot and humahd the only clothes he had with him wemgool Irish clothes
TheNew Yorkraffic gaveFather Charlea fright. He spent three weeks in New Yuwriting his
uncles and aunts.

Father Brady Arrives in Sacramento

TheDioceseof Sacramento issuetilroad ticketgo the new priests traveling across America to
SacramentoFather Charlé thcle however,worked for the Grand Centrdailroad and was

able to exchange the rail ticketer anairline ticket Charlie flew to Los Angelegere he was
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met by his uncle &her Leddy pastor of SaihFrancis Church in Bakersfield.K | N@naleS Q &
drove him by car t&acramento.

Father Charles and his unahbecked into a motel in West Sacramento for the night. The next
daythey drove to Roseville to visit Father Jerry Boland wias assistantpastorat Saint Rose
parish. FatherLeddyand Father Bolard were classmateat Saint Kiera@Q 8eminary.The next
day they wentgolfing even thouglthe temperaturewas110 degreesCharliethen paid a visit

to his friendFather Thoma8annon who was pastor @ur Lady of theAssumptionParishin
Carmichael.

Father Charles Checks in with the Bishop

Father Charlesvas scheduled to meet Bishop Armstrongtla¢ diocesanchancery officebut
becausehe bishopwas suffering from canceand not feeling wellthe bishopdid not meet the
sevennew priestswho were reorting for assignmentinstead, hese newly arrived priests
were administeredan oath against Mod&ism attheir first meeting in thediocese.

No Assignment until November

Father Bradywas not given garish appointment until NovemberThe newly arrivedpriests
received no salaruntil they were assignedMoney from the All Souls collection was the first
financial support they receivedtather Bradyas eventually assigned to Saint Joseph Parish in
b2NIK {FON}YSyG2 &AlGK th€lindekotRalhea JotnKHarSharrathe®) / 2
Bradyserved theNorth Sacramentgarishfor two years.C I (1 K S NJ h Q /oRcgnged 6nf R
September 7, 195@nd sicceeding him athe newpastor wad-ather Patrick McTague.

Father Brady Appointed Assistant to Holy SpiRarish, Sacramento

1 Just as Father McTague arrived in North Sacramento, Father
Brady was appointedassisant pastor to Father Patrick
McHugh inHoly Spirit ParishSacramentamn Land Parrive,
effective October 1, 1957Father Charleserved Holy Spirit
Parish for ten years and says thosere very happy years for
him.

It often happened that as many as figeestslived together in
the Holy Spiritrectory, someonly in residence A goodspirit
existedamong the priests in the house which made livaig
Holy Spiritthurcha positive and happy experience.

Father Patrick McHugh

Assignment to Saint Philomene Parish
Cl {4 K S NJ nexk asdigniBetwas toadt Philomene Paristio work with Father Darel

Twomeywho was pastor Heservedin this pari¢ as asistant pastor foralmost 4 yearsFather
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Caneliush Q5 2 yiive&ih fesidencas well andaught at Loretto High Schoalext door to
the parish

Father Brady Appointed Pastor of Burney
Father Brad@ad FTANBR G I LlLRWasta &y G | 3
Francis Parishin Burney effective March 18, 1971 He
soon discovered that he famous singéactor Bing
Crosby was a parishionef Burneywhen hespent time
at his homethere. Bing was a fly fisherman and fishat
Rising River Lakecatedon his property

NJ

During his two and a half years as pastor of Burne
Father Charles celebrated Mass at Mamita Lake m
Lassen Park during the summer montke alsoserved
aschaplain to the Bieber conservation canfipuring trat
period, his monthly priest salary was$100 and the
stipend from the State of California for services at the
conservation camp wa$60. The offering forMass at
that time was$2. Father Charles Brady

Father Brady AppointedPastor of Colusa
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Interior of Our lady of Lourdes Parish, Colusa




From BurneyfatherBradywasappointedpastor of Coluséy Bishop Francis Quinklonsignor
John McGarry, pastor emeritud Colusa continued to live at the parishesidenceuntil his
death on February 28, 1978he Holy @ssSisters had staffed thearishschool formany years
and when theywithdrew from the parishthe schoolwas forcedto close.A couple yearsater,
Father Bradywas able toreopenthe schoolfor which hewasgrateful. He was involved ithe
renovaton of Our Lady of Lourdeshurch and through his efforts, the parish church was
designated an historical buildiray the State of California

When Father Charlesrrived in Colusa, he discovered divisions in the parish commuriiig
was adifficult period forhim but hewas able to calm the parish community his efforts to
savethe historic parishchurch by renovaing it rather than teamg it down to build a new
church Father Bradyerved as pastor of Colusa for a litttere than9 years.
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to Holy Spirit Parish, Sacramento
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Holy Spirit Church, Sacramento

In 1981 Father Bradywas appointed pastor of Holy Spiftarish in Sacramentsucceeding
Monsignor Edmundh Q b &Hofwés apponted pastor of Sacred HeaRarish in Sacramento
FatherBradyremained pastor of Holy Spi@hurchfor the next25 years.




Whenhe arrived atHoly Spirit Churchthere were three daily Masses convent Mass at 6:30
am and parish Masss at 6:30 and 8 amOn Sundays, there were fildasses.One of Father
NJ Ra@al@rithe parishwas alwayso be nice to the people.

Holy Spirit School

The parish school was a majparish ministry. It was and is an excellent school drather
Bradyoften visied the children. He celebrateé schoolclass Masses on a weekly basis and
student bodyMasson First Fridaydde always enjoyedpending timewith the children and the
children wereveryfond of him.

Photo from Holy Spirit School Archives
Holy Spirit School, &ramento

Priestsin-Residence at Holy Spirit Rectory

Duringthe years that FatheBrady served apastor of Holy Spirit Parishe had a number of
priests living in residencevho worked in the California Catholic Conferenck Bishops
MonsignorJohn Dikie, MonsignorJamesPeterson Monsignor William Levadaho wasnamed
auxiliary bishop of Los Angleghile living at Holy Spirit rectoryFather MichaelWalsh and
Monsignor Edmunch Q b Sladfef Anthony Kennedyiow a member of the United States
Supreme Cort, was a member of Holy Spirit Parish.




