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Roy Victor Peters was born in Sacramento on August 30, 1924, the firstborn of three 

children born to LeRoy V Peters and Ellen Nelson. He was 

baptized at the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament in 

Sacramento. RoyΩǎ two living sisters are Marge Ellen 

Albouze and June Peters. The family lived on 37th and C 

Streets in Sacramento and were members of Sacred Heart 

Parish on 39th and J Streets. 

 

ROY BEGINS HIS EDUCATION 

Roy began his elementary schooling at Theodore Judah 

Elementary School from 1930 to 1935. He then transferred 

to Sacred Heart parish school in 1935 and graduated in 

1938. After the eighth grade, Roy began his freshman year 

at Christian Brothers in 1938 until 1941. Since Roy was an 

excellent student on the A honor roll, he was slated to 

receive the Christian Brothers High School Award for 

Excellence in his senior year. However, he decided to 

transfer to Saint Joseph College in Mountain View for his 

senior year in the 1941-42 and was ineligible for the award. 

Roy, on his bike, with a friend at Sacred Heart Church in 1938 

 

 
                       Photo courtesy of Fr Bill Dinelli 

Saint Joseph College, Mountain View, CA 
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SAINT PATRICK SEMINARY, MENLO PARK 

In the fall of 1941, Roy began his first year of college at Saint Joseph College in Mountain View. 

Then in 1943, he and his classmates transferred to Saint Patrick Seminary in Menlo Park. In 1945, 

he began his theological studies at Menlo Park and together with his classmate James Mulligan, 

Roy was ordained a priest for the Diocese of Sacramento by Bishop Robert J Armstrong on June 

12, 1948 in the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament. Roy was only 23 years of age when he was 

ordained a priest. 
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REMARKS MADE ABOUT ROY PETERS IN THE PATRICIAN MAGAZINE 
Taken from THE PATRICIAN, Vol XVIII, June 1948, NO 3 

In the June 1948 issue of The Patrician, a publication of Saint Patrick Seminary in Menlo Park, the following 

article appeared about Roy Peters as he prepared for his ordination to the priesthood:  

άwh¸ ±L/¢hw t9¢9w{Σ ŦŀƛǊ-haired and of Swedish origin, was born in the heart of California on the 30th 

day of August, 1924. He began his education at Theodore Judah School, and in 1935 entered Sacred 

Heart Parochial School in Sacramento, where he became student body president in his last year.  

After three years at /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ {ŀƛƴǘ WƻǎŜǇƘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ мфпм ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƙƛǎ 

winning smile and friendly personality impressed both student and professor alike. Coming to Saint 

tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎΣ ƘŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘŜŘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊȅΣ ƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ 

as upstairs sacristan and as president of the Saint Joseph College Alumni Association. 

He always has a song in his heart and will gladly vocalize it on the slightest provocation, a la Durante. 

IŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΩ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƻŦ ŀƴŀƭƻƎȅ ǘƻ 

the youngest rookie on the Sacramento Solons. He has blended a serious mind with a joyful disposition 

ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘŜŘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳΣ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅΦέ 

 

                    Photo by John E Boll 
Saint Patrick Seminary, Menlo Park, CA 
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Photo courtesy of June Peters 

Seminarian Roy Peters with classmate Jim Mulligan on the left 

 

FATHER ROY BEGINS MINISTRY 

Father Peters was first assigned to Saint Rose parish 

in Roseville in 1948 where he served for one year with 

Father William Daley who was pastor. In 1949, he was 

transferred to Saint Patrick parish in Angels Camp 

which was part of the Diocese of Sacramento at that 

time. During that year, he also ministered to the 

/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ¸ƻǳǘƘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ CǊƛŎƻǘ wŀƴŎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ 

Boys. 
 

In 1950, Father Roy was assigned to the Cathedral of 

the Blessed Sacrament in Sacramento where he 

served until 1958 with Monsignor Raymond Renwald, 

rector of the Cathedral. The Cathedral assistants 

ǿŜǊŜ CŀǘƘŜǊǎ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ .ǊŀŎƪŜƴΣ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ C hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ 

Sidney P Hall. Those living in residence at the 

Cathedral presbytery were Fathers William Serado, 

diocesan director of youth, and James D Poole, 

director of schools. 

     Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament 


