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John Martin Lagomarsino was born on November 6, 1@8Sutter Maternity Hospital
in Sacramento. He is the middle child of three born to Louis Lawrence Lagomarsino and Hele

Elizabeth Higgin#lisolder brother Paul Martins a medical doctor, andismarriedsister is
Lucia Elizabeth Foster.

John at two years of age

JOHN BEGINS HIS EDUCATION AT SACRED HEART SCHOOL

John began kindergarten in 1944 at Sacred H8drool in Sacramento and graduatisdm there

at the end of eighth grade. lhis nine yearsat the parish schoolall his teachersvere Mercy
Sistersexceptin the fifth grade W2 K t¢aRliers were Sister Mary Philomena in kindergarten
SisterTeresita, first grade; Sister Dymphna, second grade; Sister Mary Ignatius, third grade; Siste
Perpetua, fourth grade; MrdsAshfield, fifth gradeSister Mary Christopher, sixth grade; Sister
Mary Damien (Sister Patricia Mulderrig), seventh graahetSiger Mary Aquin, eighth grade.




CHRISTIAN BROTHERS HIGH SCHOOL

In the fall of 1953, John entered Christian Brothers High Saio@®@' and Broadway and
attendedthere for two years Hismother hadbeen a studenat Dominican College in San Rafael
and took five years of Latin in four years. She insisted that John take four years of Latin and
Christian BrotherdHigh Schooprovided only two year®f Latin except for those students
planning to entereither Christian Brotherdovitiate or the seminary. FaK S NJ a 2 NN a
was theLatinteacherfor the third and fourth yeat atinstudentsat Christian Brothers School
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PhotoCourte;y<of Christian Brothers High School
Christian Brothers High Schod1st and Broadway Sacramento

JOHN TRANSFERSSACRAMENTO HIGH

Johnleft Christian Brothers and transferred to Sacramento F8ghool Heenjoyed his last two
years of high school at Sacramento High becauset@nnectedwith a lot of childhood friends
at the school andhis girlfriendwas a student aSacHigh.

SACRAMENTO CITY COLLEGE

After graduating fromhigh school, Johattended Sacramento Junior College (City College) and
graduated in 1959 with an AA degree. trinsferredto Sacramento State Collegadgraduated

in 1961 with a degree in history




JOINS THE PER CORPS

In March 1961, John heard President John Kenteltithe nationhe was creating a new service
organization calledhe Peace Corpsl'he next morning, John wrot letter to the Peace Corps
requestingan application His application wasumber000693which male him one of the first

in the nationto applyto the Peace Corps. In June 196&received a six page telegram informing
him that he wa accepted into the Peace Corps.

PEACE CORPS TAINHNERDAT PENN STATE

In August 1961, JoHeft Sacramento foPennState Universityvhere he receivedraining to be

a Peace Corps volunteer. In late Septemladter a reception at the Fairmont Hotel in San
Francisco hosted by Ben Swig, the owner of the Fairnidmtnflew to the Philippines oa Slick
Airlineprop plare. During the flight, the captain kept announcing that the passengers had to stay
seated because the movemeat the passengergas changing theitch of the airplanecausing

it to drift off course The plane landed on Wake Island and Guam because the plarying the

men was ahead of second plane carryingrost of the women volunteerand loth planes were
supposed to land in the Philippinesarthe same time.

TRAINING IN THE PHILIPPINES

W2 Ky Qa 3INRdzL) ¢l a GKS FANRUG afivé SiNde Ohiligpings SThed S
volunteers werewelcomed by the Vice President of the Philippiaesl dter the reception, the
Peace Corpsolunteersleft immediatelyfor Los B&os, Rizal, the agricultural university of the
Philippines where thewere giventwo months of trainingn Filipinolanguage and culture. John
was then assigned to the Province of Negros Occidamilthe village ofiog. Three other male
volunteerswere assigned to this same village. The fooen shared a house rented from the
Dignalice Family.

The Village of llog

llog was a village of 1200 people and was divided half Catholic and half Protestant
Since John was the only Catholic among the four volunteers, he lztgamding

daily Mass at a church served by the Columban FathereeF&ob Burke from
Chicago was the pastor.

The Columban Fathers were welcoming to all four Peace Corps volunteers and ha
the only refrigerator in town. The priegisouse was therefore a source of cold San
Miguel beerand the three nonCatholic volunteerdbecame very friendly with
Father Burke. Because Joattendeddaily Mass, the Protestastn town felt the

need to invite the Protestant Peace Corps members to their church to counteract
W2 Kekddple ofattendingdaily Mass.




Photo byJohn E Boll 2013
Manila Harbor, Philippines

THE EDUCATION SYSTEM IN ILONGO

The Peace Corps volunteers were supposed to teach English and science in the local grammar school.
the school, children were taught in llongo for the first two grades and irthiltd gradeEnglish was the
languageused in school. Mostf the children dropped out of schoot third grade because they did not
understand EnglistEventually, the Peace Corps volunteers decided ¢hald be ofbetter serviceto the
villageby startng a camgor street boyswhich was named€amp Brotherhoadt was arespite station

where the boys could get something eat. This project took a lot of community organizing and
fundraising but the camp was a tremendous success.

The volunteers usually atafter the boy campers and food was usually cold and unprotected from flies.
As a result, a number of the volunteers contracted amoebic dysentery. One of the volunteers, David
Mullholland, a volunteer from Quincy, MAS®da graduate of Tufts University in Boston with a degree

in journalism, got the disease and subsequently died at Clark AFB in Pangasinan. He was 24 years of agjp.
Hisdeathwasthe source of sadness ftiie Peace Corpgolunteers in Negros.

After two yearsn the Philippines, John returned home in June 1963 and submitted an application
for admittanceto the Wlumbancommunity.He wasaccepted tahe ColumbarCollege seminary

in OconomowocWisconsinwvhere he studied.atin. John had a wonderful Latin teacheanmed
Father Michael Halford.ather Mike gave John individual classes andié&ned more Latin in

one year than in the previous four.




A YEAR OF COLUMBAN SPIRITUAL FORMATION

After one yeanof collegeinh 02y 2 Y2 62 O W2 Ky it CAdmbanCollegeforaa & S
year of spiritual formation under the direction of Father Barney Téhk group went through

the Ignatian Spiritual Exercisagich was thespiritual foundationfor ColumbansFather Toal

now resides irBristle, Rode Island where he is h@fars of age.
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From there John entered the major
seminary of &int Columban in Milton,
Massachusetts The first two yearsocused
on Thomistic philosophy. Aftethe firstyear,
John petitioned the rectathat heskip a year
before he lost his mind. The teadly was
not good; the professawould read the Latin
sentence and then translate. John says the
Latin wasvery simple and anyone could
translate it.Hetold the rector he could not
take this for another yearConsequently,
John was transferred to first theology.

Saint Columban Seminary, MiltotMassachusetts

Johntransferred to &int John Archdiocgan Seminaryin N2 2 { f AySZ al dad ¢K

was at one end of the seminary properter his firstyear oftheology,Johnhad toreturn to

Sint Columban in Milton. After second theology, the Columban staff decided to send the
students back to &nt John Seminary in Brookline. During the first semester of fourth theology,
the Columbansnade the decision tprovide a half year pastoralssignmenfor the fourth year
theologians

PASTORAL SEMESTER DURING DIACONATE YEAR

After his ordination to the deaconate in Decemid&69 John went to &nt Thomas in the Virgin
Islands for five monthsThere wereeight deacons and three priests living in two houses in the
Virgin Islands. Siwedin one house and two deacons and a priest in the second house. Meals
were taken together. The deacons taught catechetics at the Catholic high school in Bharlo
Amalie. On weekends the deacons alternated preaching at the cathedral on the islaadtof S
John andn the British Virginsland of Tortola.

By the time Lent began, John was going crazy living with six guys, two to aHmwoommate

was spotlesand John was the oppositéohncame up with a partial solutiothat providedhim

some solitude He tookthe Blessed Sacramenitith him by ferry to &int John Island where the
Columbans ha a chapel. Hded the Stations of the Crosgave a homily aneénded with
Benediction.Heslept in the sacristy on Friday night atén had Saturday morningp himself at

the beach. If he was preaching that weekend at one of the churches, he would stay on at the

chapel and return to his ColumbaommunitySunday eveimgon S&int Thomas Island.
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ORDINATION TO THE MINISTERIAL PRIESTHOOD
In May 1970, John returned to Sacramento in preparation for his ordination at Sacred Heart

Church by Bishop Alden Bdlle was ordaineda prieston June 1319700n the feast of Saint
Anthony. After his ordination, hepent time with his family anth September returned to the
Philippinego do parish work in Negros Occidental. Biteendedlanguage school for six months

to learn llongo. He lived at the Irish Redemptorist monastery in Bddity andafter compleing

his language course, he was assigned to Isabela. His pastor was Father Barney Callanan. It wagja
wonderful experience for Father Jolamd hisability to speak llongo grelgtimproved Hewas

able to communicate well with the ple.

ASSIGNMENTS IN THE PHILIPPINES

After two years in Isabel&ather Johiwas assigneds anassistanto the churchin the town of
Kabankalann Negros. For six months keorkedas a priest at a sugar mill in Daconcogon. The

sugar milwasstarted bythe localbishop to help alleviate injustice to the workers caused by the

greed of some landowners. Much BatherW2 Ky Q& $2NJ Ay {feewsd S Ny b S
preachingagainstthe unjust sociatonditionsin Negros. Because ofdlfocus on social juseg

many of the Columbans were labeled Communists or agitators by the ruling class. It was a ver
tensetime andsituation.

FatherJohn tookon theassignmenbdf beingpresident of Binalbagan Catholic College. He served
in that role for two years.

After doing various ministries in the Philippines, Fatbehn felt the need for renewal and went

to the Jesuit retreat house in Manilhere he made a directedretreat usingthe Ignatian
ExercisesThiswasa life changingexperiencefor him. Upon his return tdNegros, he was asked

to be the bursr at the Columban central house in Negros. After a year, he applied to the Center
for Religious Development in Cambridge, MASS and was acdeppediticipatein a practicum

in spiritual direction During hat year of sudies Johnearneda maste® degreeat the Jesuit
WestonSchool 6 Theology in Cambridg®ASS

Beforebeginningthis courseFather Johrnad to do acourse indinical PastoralEducationin the

Martinez Veterans Hospital in California. classmateColumbanFatheN . NBy Rl y  h Q[ dzt
askedJohn to return to the Philippines but instead of going to Negros, he went to Ozamis City on

the Island oMindanaoto become spiritual director to the Columban oversé&asingprogram.

FatherJohn was diretor for two Australian seminarians taking their year of overseas training in
Mindanaa He was also asked to serve as a resourchdmther priests on the islanoly offering

directed retreatsanddays of recollection.

RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES

After two yearsin Mindanaq FatherJohnreturned to the US anthis provincialaskedhim to
begin studies in accountirsp he could takever the office of treasunefor the Golumban region
of the United Stateslohnspent two years at Creighton University in Omaha to learn accounting.
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Upon completion of his studiesather Johrbecametreasurer of the Columbans in the US for 7
years.In March 1982he received a telephone call that his mother Helen died in herpsiee
SacramentoHe had the opportunity to be with his parents the weekend before and he knew
how ill his motherwas.

Father John flew home to Sacramento to celebrdiis mothe@ Funeral Mass at Sacred
Heart ParishSeeing how bereft his father wa®¥hn suggestetthat he and his fathetake

a trip to Italy in the fallWhiletouring RomeJohn and his father stayed the Columban
House onCurso Triestéen Rome. Theget out for Assidio seethe Franciscan sitaa and
around AssisiThey then took the train to Genoa to visit the family ancestral homeland.
John rented a car and drove south to thitage of Lagomarsino.
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Louis Lagomarsino with sonesidents of the Village of Lagomars, Italy

Because th®0year oldpatriarch of the family wamaking wineat that moment he could
not seeJohn and hisather immediately. While waitingJohn crossed the ravine and took
a photo of the village. Years lateonald Paganoa parishioner of Saint John the
Evangést Church in Carmichaedffered to make a watercolor painting frortine photo.
Below is aopyof that water color painting
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Painting courtesy of Fr John Lagomarsino
The Village of Lagomarsino, Italy

In 1988 Father JohQ @rovincial askedhim to move to

Quircy, MASS to manage th@lumban house irBoston

Father W2 K B2 gear old father Louis wasliving in

CarmichaelJohnfelt he neededo stayin the Sacramento

areato be closeto his father He askedhis provincialfor

permission to work in a parish in the Sacramento area.

Bishop Quinn welcome@atherJohn and MnsignoiWalton

said there were a couple gfarish openings.FatherJohn

was assignedto Saint John the Evangelist Parish in

Carmichael where he worked witlafher5 S Ot 'y h Q{ qrt €
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NAMED ADMINISTRATOR OF SAINT JOHN THE EVANGELIST PARISH

In December 1995, Bishdeigand called Fathéragomarsin@and asked why he had not
appied forthe pastorate ofSaint John Parish. Held the bishophe did not want to be
pastor of the parish. Bishop Weigatold Father Johrthat he wanted him to take the

parish.John agreed to serve as administrator since he was not a diocesan priest. He had
ten happy years serving as parish administrator of Saint John the Evangelist parish until
2005 when he retired at the age of 65.



